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Spring 2018

WHAT’S NEW IN
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION?

Writer’s Workshop Implemented in All Classrooms
This school year, all City Academy students are participating in
Writer’s Workshop, an industry standard that emphasizes the styles
and ideas of writing. This program was championed by teachers
as a way to promote the importance of writing, while unifying
language and developing reading skills.
The majority of the time in Writer’s Workshop is spent with students
writing, not with teachers instructing how to write. During Writer’s
Workshop, teachers present a topic in a mini-lesson and scholars
write about the subject. This approach lays the foundation in Early
Childhood for a love of reading and writing. Young scholars also
begin to see themselves as writers.
“Students love Writer’s Workshop,” says Principal Milton Mitchell.
“While the upper grade scholars are learning various styles of
writing, Early Childhood students are discovering how to be
independent and finding their voices as writers.”
“I think about how much I would have benefited from Writer’s
Workshop at a young age,” reflects Principal Mitchell. “I would
be a much better writer now if I had been challenged in
Early Childhood.”
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Campaign Update
The Campaign for City Academy: Advancing Knowledge, Transforming Lives is underway! We are
in the process of laying the foundation for our new Early Childhood center, which is scheduled to
open in August 2018 (weather dependent). Because of the generosity of friends like you, as of
March 1, 2018, we have received $15.8 million of our $22 million goal.

Groundbreaking Ceremony | September 27, 2017

New Early Childhood Center Site | February 2018

Pictured left to right: Milton Mitchell, Andrew Hereford,
Construction began on the new Early Childhood center
State Rep. Joshua Peters, Khadijah Fortenberry ’06,
site in October 2017. In January 2018, the land was
Don Danforth III, Quinten Ford ’18, Bill Macon,
leveled and the foundation was laid for the new center.
Alicia McDonnell, Nikki Doughty
The walls for the center began to go up in February 2018.
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In order to transform more lives, The Campaign for City Academy includes three giving priorities:
annual giving, endowment, and capital.

Endowment:
$4 million goal

Capital:
$12 million goal

Every family pays tuition at
City Academy. One-hundred
percent of our families receive
significant financial assistance.
Over the next three years, our
goal is to raise $2 million
annually.

In order to grow our graduating
class size from 14 to 26 students,
we will need to increase our
endowment fund. Endowment
secures our future and will allow
us to grow our student body to
250.

When complete, City Academy
will have a first-class facility that
meets the needs of our students.
Expanding our footprint allows
the next generation to thrive in
renovated classrooms and in a
new Early Childhood center.

Donors like you understand the
importance of giving each year.
The impact your annual support
makes can be seen in our 185
students and 182 alumni.

Many friends have given to our
endowment since the school
began in 1999. Gifts like yours
provide a bright and prosperous
future for St. Louis.

Friends like you who give to
capital are investing in North
St. Louis by providing a facility
for exceptional education to
more students in need.

“We give to City Academy
because we believe in the
school’s mission. The students’
lives are transformed as they
receive this exceptional
education. There exists an
environment in which students
are excited to learn.”

“We give to City Academy’s
endowment so that our support
can continue in perpetuity.
The education that the school
provides is an incredible
investment in children and
families in our community.
City Academy is so good and
so right for St. Louis.”

“We are so proud of our
connection to this wonderful
institution and the extraordinary
staff, students, and families that
make City Academy such a
special community. It is an
easy decision to want to help
perpetuate the school’s mission
by giving to the capital fund!”

- Chris and Laura Towle

- Julie* and Todd Baur

Annual Giving:
$6 million goal

- Julie* and Todd Schnuck

www.CityAcademySchool.org

* Board Member

Extended Day:

Families Benefit from After School Programs
Academics do not just occur during the school day
at City Academy. All 185 students participate in
after school activities such as theater, mentorship
programs, and robotics club. Our Extended Day
programs afford students the opportunity to continue
learning after the school day.

The Davis-Johnson Family
Front Row: Chantell Johnson’21, Shasta Davis, Chontell Johnson ’21
Back Row: Yvetta Davis

Extended Day also provides opportunities to our
students’ parents. Third graders, Chantell and Chontell,
participate daily in our Extended Day programs. Their
mother, Yvetta Davis, greatly appreciates the
after school activities.

“I don’t know what I would do without Extended Day,” explains Yvetta Davis. “It keeps me from feeling
overwhelmed as a single mother. Extended Day also allows me to work full-time with fellow veterans
as a Medical Support Assistant at the Department of Veterans Affairs. Plus, my children enjoy the
after school activities. They also receive tutoring after school, which allows them to complete
homework at school and for us to spend more time together as a family in the evenings.”
We are grateful for community support that allows
our students to participate in leadership classes,
ambassador programs, and health and fitness activities
after school. We are only able to offer the Extended
Day program at no additional cost to our families
because of generous support from United 4 Children
and donors like you.
Pictured Right: Chantell and Chontell with their volunteer tutor, Julie Wood

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Trivia Night Raises Funds for Six Scholarships!
The sixth annual City Academy Trivia Night was held on Saturday, March 3, at a new location:
John Burroughs School. A record number of guests attended the event, with more than 500 people in
attendance. We also raised a record amount of $63,000 for our Scholarship Program! These funds
will provide six scholarships for our students. Thank you to everyone who attended Trivia Night and
supported our scholars!
We are grateful for the generosity and dedication of our sponsors and Friends Committee, which
allowed us to have our most successful Trivia Night to date. Thank you!
VALEDICTORIAN
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Barbi and Bill Macon
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Rockwood Group
Julie and Todd Schnuck
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4175 N. Kingshighway Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63115

Then and Now: An Alumna Story
City Academy began in 1999 with three grades at Mathews-Dickey Boys’ &
Girls’ Club. One student in City Academy’s first junior kindergarten class was
Shawn Williamson ’07 (Whitfield School ’13, Texas Christian University ’17).
Now in her first semester at Saint Louis University School of Law, Shawn fondly
recalls her years at City Academy. “I loved school! My teachers took an
interest in my education and always encouraged me. They set high
expectations but also let me know that I could be successful.”
Shawn Williamson, 2007
City Academy Graduation

Shawn Williamson, 2018

City Academy

Although Shawn loved school, she struggled with upper grade math. “I always
enjoyed math, but it became challenging for me in third grade. My teachers
realized I was struggling and offered more in depth support. They also
included my parents, which was key to my success. I received the same
support from school as I did at home.”
The critical support Shawn received during this time pushed her to be her
very best. She credits City Academy with her acceptance and success at
Whitfield School and Texas Christian University, where she received a
bachelor’s degree in psychology and criminal justice. Shawn is currently
pursuing a law degree so that she can give back to our community, make an
impact, and provide a voice to those who do not have one.

314.382.0085

www.CityAcademySchool.org

