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Oh, the Places 
They’ll Go!

CLASS OF 2018

l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

There was much to celebrate at City Academy’s fourteenth
graduation ceremony! The class of 2018 had significant
accomplishments during their time at City Academy and 
are certain to excel in secondary school.

Collectively, the seventeen graduates will receive nearly
$1 million in scholarship assistance during their tenure to 
attend seven highly competitive secondary schools. 
(See list to the left.)

Each student addressed the audience during the 
ceremony. Sixth graders spent this time reciting original 
poems, performing musical pieces, and speaking of their 
journey at City Academy.

“I am humbled to know that when I look back at all my 
opportunities and experiences, I will see City Academy 
and everything they have instilled upon me,” reflected 
Ryan Sieve. “As I continue on this path – which will lead me 
to John Burroughs in the fall – I look forward to all the other 
opportunities to come my way.”

Front row: Derrick Pitts, Quinten Ford, Taniyah Whalen, Ryan Sieve, Caeley Wilson, 
Ameenah Abdul-Rasheed, Kenneth Cunningham, Chris Wilson, Shalawn Fennoy

Back row: Milton Mitchell Jr., Nikki Doughty, Kailand Dennis, Al-Amin Anderson-El, 
Queen Bell, Shayla Danzie, Aaliyah Elliott, Lillie Harrison, Chloe Martin, 
Walter Lindsey, Jeremiah Clay, Don Danforth IIIOur 2018 graduates have 

been accepted to private, 
independent secondary 
schools in St. Louis, including: 

Crossroads College 
Preparatory School

John Burroughs School
Mary Institute and St. Louis 

Country Day School
Saint Louis Priory School

Villa Duchesne
Westminster Christian 

Academy
Whitfield School
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SAVE THE DATE!
Early Childhood Center

RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY
September 26

8:00 a.m.



Martin L. Mathews Award
Sixth grade graduates, Ameenah Abdul-Rasheed 
(Liberty Middle School ’20) and Taniyah Whalen 
(Villa Duchesne ’24), were honored with the 
Martin L. Mathews Award for their exceptional 
leadership and academic integrity. This award is 
inspired by Mr. Mathews, retired President and CEO 
of the Mathews-Dickey Boys’ & Girls’ Club, who has 
spent his life serving area youth. His remarkable 
example of leadership and good citizenship inspired 
City Academy’s mission.

www.CityAcademySchool.org

Picture

This year’s Oliver M. Langenberg Award was presented to longtime City Academy 
supporters, the Charles F. Knight Family. Joanne Knight and Anne Davidson accepted the 
award on behalf of the family. The impact the Knight Family has had on the school is visible
in the growth and expansion of our Early Childhood program, as well as through their 
nineteen year support of our Scholarship Program.

The Charles F. Knight Family, along with Mr. Langenberg, inspire our graduates to make our 
community a better place and promote the welfare of others. We are grateful to the Knight 
Family for their commitment throughout St. Louis and to our mission. They are true examples 
of civic leaders and embody all aspects of this award. 

Transforming Lives:
The Charles F. Knight Family

Through the tremendous generosity of our donors, 
advocates and friends, City Academy students and 
alumni are thriving. We are thankful for this support 
and recognize a generous benefactor each year 
with the Oliver M. Langenberg Award. This award 
is given in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Langenberg who 
invested in City Academy before the school even 
opened. Their philanthropy inspired others to join 
together to make City Academy a reality.   

Both young women are certain to excel in secondary school. A conscientious and quiet 
leader, Taniyah sets high expectations for her work and tackles every opportunity with 
tenacity, excitement, and confidence. Ameenah’s intellect and maturity will provide her 
with the foundation for continued success at Liberty Middle School in Illinois. 

Martin Mathews, Taniyah Whalen, 
Ameenah Abdul-Rasheed, Don Danforth III

Anne Davidson, Joanne Knight, Don Danforth III
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Advancing Knowledge:
John Brightman Award

The late John Brightman was one of City Academy’s 
“Founding Fathers.” An original board member, 
generous supporter, and a fierce and fearless 
fundraiser, John Brightman led the school to our 
early success. 

In memory of the impact Mr. Brightman had on 
the school, Ted and Lou Noland have created 
the John Brightman Award. This honor will be 
awarded annually to an outstanding faculty or staff
member of City Academy.

The inaugural John Brightman Award was presented to all faculty at City Academy on 
May 23, 2018. This year, the entire faculty of City Academy has provided exceptional 
education to students. During a year of growth, change and construction, all City Academy 
teachers remained patient, flexible, and dedicated to providing high-quality academic 
programs to our 185 students. It is for these reasons and many more that we are proud to 
bestow this great honor to all faculty this year. 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

City Academy Alumni Award 
presented by Wells Fargo Advisors

Each year, Wells Fargo Advisors recognizes  
City Academy alumni who have provided 
outstanding service to the community. This 
year, two graduates were recognized at our 
Annual Luncheon: Zuri Thomas ’12 (MICDS ’18) 
and Najeé Walker ’12 (Villa Duchesne ’18).

Zuri and Najeé are leaders in their schools 
and communities, and among City Academy 
alumni and current students. They both serve 
as volunteers and mentors at City Academy.

Both young women serve as excellent 
examples of the hard work, integrity, and high 
expectations encouraged by City Academy 
and their secondary schools. 

Ames Coggin (Wells Fargo Advisors Representative and 
City Academy Board Member), Najeé Walker ’12 
(Villa Duchesne ’18), Zuri Thomas ’12 (MICDS ’18), and 
Desiree Coleman (Wells Fargo Advisors Representative)

John Brightman with City Academy student, 2011



ACCOMPLISHMENTS REPORT :
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We are thankful for our loyal donors who are dedicated to supporting the mission of 
City Academy and our students. Through your generosity, we are able to provide 
exceptional education to committed families whose educational opportunities are limited 
by geographic or economic factors. We remain the only private, independent elementary 
school in Missouri providing scholarship support to one-hundred percent of our students. 
In 2017–2018, 185 students received $3 million to attend City Academy. 

City Academy scholars are constantly challenged and held to the highest academic 
standards. We believe an atmosphere of academic rigor encourages critical-thinking and is 
necessary for student success. 

TRANSFORMING CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND OUR COMMUNITY

BOLD EXPECTATIONS

www.CityAcademySchool.org

SINGAPORE MATH

This year, we introduced Singapore math to Early 
Childhood scholars. Since our upper students have 
been taught math using the Singapore method for 
many years, our math specialists collaborated to 
bring the highly successful model to Early Childhood 
scholars. Singapore math focuses on learning a few 
concepts each school year and mastering those 
math concepts. 

COLLABORATION ACROSS DISCIPLINES

Faculty members collaborated to bring STEAM 
projects to life in the classroom. Early Childhood and 
upper grade students created novel engineering 
projects, an integrated approach to teaching 
engineering and literacy. Students developed STEAM 
projects based on novels and books as they identified 
a problem in literature, designed a realistic solution, 
and then executed their engineering design.

Singapore math uses a workshop model. Students begin in a large group lesson and then 
break into small groups to move through stations. Faculty math specialists work with 
students in small groups (pictured above) to meet each student’s individual needs. 

Students in grades third through sixth also created stop motion animation videos through 
collaboration among faculty. Students created the scenery for the video in art, the storyline 
in language arts, and video in music. A scene from one of the videos is pictured above. 



YOUR INVESTMENT TRANSFORMS LIVES
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Missouri Baptist University 
St. Louis Community College-Meramec
Texas Christian University 
The University of the Arts
University of Missouri-Columbia 

COLLEGE PLACEMENT

ALUMNI ACCOMPLISHMENTS
A freshman at the University of Missouri-St. Louis, Malik Taylor Allen ’11 
(Parkway South ’17, UMSL ’21) was elected Freshman Representative of 
the Pierre Laclede Honors College Student Association. He also serves 
as an Orientation Leader at UMSL and was selected for the school’s 
Emerging Leaders Program. Earlier this year, he founded Creatives on 
a Mission, an organization for UMSL students.

Michael Lee ’14 (Westminster Christian Academy ’20) starred as the 
Wiz in Westminster’s April 2018 production of The Wiz. Michael reflected 
how “City Academy has helped me grow into the young man I am 
today and I am incredibly blessed. Thank you so much City Academy 
for preparing me for my next journey in life!”

Jhordin Galmore ’13 (MICDS ’19) leads her classmates on and off the 
field. At the Girls Track & Field State Championships, Jhordin raced to 
first place on the 4x100 relay team, and the 200 and 400 meter dashes.
Jhordin was also recognized for scoring high marks on the National Latin 
Exam at the World Language Contest Awards. The examination is 
administered to Latin students from around the world.

Photo by Ben Loewnau

City Academy alumni count on us for continued support and encouragement. Through our
alumni program, graduates receive tutoring, mentoring, and college application support.
With this assistance, City Academy’s alumni graduating from high school this year are bound 
to excel in college and beyond. 

Graduates will be attending the following schools in the fall of 2018:

Arizona State University 
DePaul University
Hendrix College
Howard University
Maryville University

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Photo by Westminster 
Christian Academy
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Julie Baur
Karlos Bledsoe
Akberet Boykin Farr
Tom Brouster
Dwyer Brown*
Stuart Campbell,
2018–2019 Chair
Ames Coggin
Stacy Cooper
Chris Danforth*
Don Doherty*
Hazel Donald
Scott Galt
Andrew Hereford, 
2017–2018 Chair
Chip Hiemenz
Hilde Hochwald
Kristen Holton
Stephanie Hosler
Holly James
Darcella Jones*
Julie Lilly
John Moten*
Ruth Moulton
Rick Murray
Ted Noland*
David Ott
John Pantanella
John Riffle
Julie Schnuck*
Ginger Smith
Michelle Strawbridge
Peter Swank
Lifetime Trustees
Don Danforth III 
Duncan Marshall 
Martin Mathews
*We are grateful for those 
who completed their 
service this year. 
Next year, we welcome: 
Kathleen Hall
Michelle Insco
Kerrigan Kaplan
Heather Strahorn
Chris Thompson
Becky Young

Board of Trustees Campaign Update:
Progress to Goal

www.CityAcademySchool.org

Current facility with the addition of our new Early Childhood center in blue, June 2018

The Campaign for City Academy: Advancing Knowledge, 
Transforming Lives is well underway! The roof on our Early 
Childhood center is almost complete, the brick facade on the 
new center is being added, and renovations to our current 
facility have begun. Our administration office is under 
construction, upper grade science and math classrooms are 
being renovated, and our new Makerspace classroom is in the
process of being added.

You can help us reach our goal! If you have not yet made your 
gift or commitment to the campaign, you still have time. To 
make your gift or for more information, please contact:

Steffani Lautenschlager
Chief Development Officer

770.880.5493
slautenschlager@cityacademyschool.org

Learn more about the campaign by visiting: 
www.CityAcademySchool.org/Campaign

Annual Giving 
$6 million goal

Capital
$12 million goal

Endowment 
$4 million goal

In order to transform more lives, 
The Campaign for City Academy includes three giving priorities: 

Because of the generosity of friends like you, as of June 15, 2018, 
we have received $17.1 million of our $22 million goal. 
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The Taylors – the family that launched and built Enterprise Holdings, the world’s largest car 
rental company – have been champions of City Academy from our school’s inception, 
generously donating both time and money. 

Enterprise volunteers have been regulars at our bi-annual Buddy Mornings. Support from the 
Washington University in St. Louis “Taylor Fellows” have helped us tackle complex projects, 
including our growth. Early on, City Academy students even joined Carolyn Kindle-Betz – 
granddaughter of the late Enterprise founder, Jack Taylor – and other executives for lunch at 
the company’s headquarters in St. Louis. Students were excellent ambassadors and inspired 
their hosts with their poise, confidence, and great enthusiasm for scholarship.

In 2011, the family invested in City Academy’s future and growth, with a gift of $500,000 for 
the school to purchase and clear an adjacent property. This was step one in our school’s 
growth plan. At the time, City Academy had 139 students with an eye towards growth. 

In early 2017, the family’s foundation invested in City Academy’s growth again, with an 
endowment gift of $2 million to support scholarships for an expanded enrollment. This helped 
launch our school’s capital campaign to build for and support 250 scholars. And for almost 
two decades, $10,000 has been donated annually through the philanthropic arm of the 
family-owned company.

Jo Ann Kindle, Jack Taylor’s daughter, notes that this represents a multi-generational 
philanthropic relationship: “Enterprise has supported and advocated for City Academy for 
many years, and it’s inspiring to think about how many more students will have the 
opportunity to get a great start at City Academy.” 

The Taylor family and Enterprise have been tremendous partners with City Academy. The 
Taylor family’s investments have propelled City Academy’s growth and inspired others to 
follow their lead. The St. Louis region and City Academy are incredibly fortunate to have 
support from a family like the Taylors, whose generosity is transforming children, families, and 
our community.

The Taylor Family and Enterprise:
Supporting Our Past, Present, and Future

2011: Property adjacent to current building
purchased with gift from the Taylor family

2018: Enterprise volunteers at Buddy Morning



100% TEACHER RETENTION
Into the 2018–2019 School Year

City Academy     314.382.0085     www.CityAcademySchool.org

Much growth and change is occurring at City Academy! As the size of our student body and 
number of faculty and staff increase, we are thrilled that one-hundred percent of our current 
faculty will be returning for the 2018-2019 school year. This is the second consecutive year 
that we have one-hundred percent teacher rentention.

4175 N. Kingshighway Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63115


