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Inside Connection

Join Us!

Fall Buddy Morning 
Thursday, October 24
8:30 am - 10:00 am

Annual Luncheon
Thursday, December 5

12 pm - 1:00 pm

For more information, or to 
register, please contact:

Lydia Bryant
LBryant@CityAcademySchool.org

314-880-5046

In 2019, City Academy is celebrating it’s 20th anniversary. 
While we are busy celebrating this milestone and how far 
City Academy has come, we took a moment to look back at 
our beginnings.

Faculty & Staff

1999: 9 staff
2019: 50 staff

Grade Levels

1999:
JK - 1st

2019:
3-Year-Olds 
through 6th 

grade

Enrollment

42
students

1999 2019

215
students

Annual Giving

1999
$381,000

2019
$2,100,000

220 Alumni

Over $4 million in annual 
aid awarded

2019 Fast Facts

41,989 sq. ft. of learning 
space, including a 20,888 
sq. ft. addition in Fall 2018
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The Class of 2019
In May, City Academy celebrated its 15th graduation ceremony, with 21 graduating sixth graders! 
The class of 2019 had many accomplishments to recognize, including receiving over $410,000 in 
annual financial aid to attend competitive local private secondary schools.

Each graduate addressed the audience, sharing original works of poetry and art, performing 
musical pieces, and speaking about their time at City Academy. Many shared how grateful they 
are for City Academy, and for everyone that has made their exceptional education possible.

“For me City Academy marks the best elementary independent school of St. Louis. I am so 
appreciative of my stages of growth and the patience City Academy had in order for me to grow.” 
-Ahmad Muhammad ‘19 (John Burroughs School ‘25)

Congratulations Class of 2019, we can’t wait to see what you do next!

The Class of 2019 (listed in alphabetical order): Ayomide Ajakaiye, Nashon Anthony, Paul Banda, Shiloh Banda, Kaliah Birchfield, 
Za’Cari Bland, Jayden Cooley, Zoey Distaso-Hutchins, Lauryn Gross, Alyssa Harris, Jordyn Jefferson, Derek Johnson, Devin 
Lieberman, Alexander McCloud, Gabrielle Moore, Madison Moore, Ahmad Muhammad, Zariyah Nance, Derrick Palmer, 
Daniel Rose, Isaac Taylor

THE CLASS OF 2019 IS ATTENDING:

Chaminade College Preparatory School
Crossroads College Preparatory School

John Burroughs School
Lutheran North Middle School

Mary Institute and Country Day School
Pattonville Heights Middle School

Villa Duchesne and Oak Hill School
Visitation Academy

Westminster Christian Academy
Whitfield School

City Academy’s 20-year history of exceptional education and 
community transformation would not have been possible without 
friends and supporters like Oliver M. Langenberg. Mr. Langenberg 
was City Academy’s first donor in 1998, investing in the vision 
before there was a building, students, or even teachers!

We are still honored to count the Langenberg family and Pershing 
Charitable Trust as lasting friends and supporters of City Academy. 
Mr. and Mrs. Langenberg set an early example that Pershing 
Charitable Trust, and others in the community, have carried on; 
helping to provide a quality education to students who would 
otherwise be limited by financial or geographic barriers.

As we celebrate this milestone and look to the future, we are 
forever grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Langenberg, and to those carrying on their legacy of giving.

Looking Back to the Beginning

www.CityAcademySchool.org2



The Martin Mathews Award

Continuing the Tradition 
The Oliver M. Langenberg Award

The Oliver Langenberg Award was established at City Academy’s 
first graduation in 2005 in recognition of Mr. Langenberg’s early 
contribution to City Academy and dedication to the St. Louis 
community. The award annually honors a St. Louisan whose 
contributions have made City Academy and our broader 
community better. 

This year’s Oliver M. Langenberg Award was presented to the 
David Steward Family, generous supporters and friends of 
City Academy. The Steward family has made education a priority 
for their philanthropy and support scholarships at City Academy 
and numerous other organizations throughout the region. This is 

in addition to their significant contribution to The Campaign for City Academy. In recognition of 
that commitment, City Academy is proud to name the central gathering space of the new Early 
Childhood Center “Steward Hall”.

David Steward Sr. summed up the family’s generosity well when he said, “I believe, ‘to whom much 
is given, much is required’. What is required of me is to ensure that the next generation and the 
generation behind them has a better quality of life.”

City Academy was proud to present the Oliver M. Langenberg Award to Dave Steward II, on 
behalf of the Steward Family, at the 2019 graduation ceremony.

Two sixth grade graduates, Ayomide Ajakaiye (John Burroughs ’25) and Isaac Taylor (MICDS ’25), 
received the Martin L. Mathews Award for exceptional citizenship, leadership, and academic 
integrity. Ayomide was an invaluable leader at City Academy, spearheading a mini economics 
class and facilitating rich literature discussions. Isaac Taylor stood out to teachers for his 
commitment to his education and great sense of humor.

This award is inspired by 
Mr. Mathews, founder of 
Mathews-Dickey Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club and a wonderful friend 
to City Academy. Mr. Mathews 
has spent his life serving youth 
and the community and 
helped inspire the vision for 
City Academy. The Mathews 
Award winners embody his 
values of respect, restraint 
and responsibility and follow 
his example of exceptional 
leadership and integrity. Amoyide Ajakaiye and Issac Taylor received their awards from Don Danforth III, 

President and Co-Founder, and Milton Mitchell, Principal.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS REPORT
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We are thankful for our loyal donors who are dedicated to supporting the mission of City Academy 
and our students. Through your generosity, we are able to provide exceptional education to 
committed families whose educational opportunities are limited by geographic or economic 
factors. We remain the only private, independent elementary school in Missouri providing 
scholarship support to one-hundred percent of our students. In 2018-2019, over 200 students 
received nearly $4 million to attend City Academy, in 2019-20 215 students will receive $4 million in 
scholarship support. You make this possible.

TRANSFORMING CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND OUR COMMUNITY

EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION

In the 2018-19 academic year we added a science specialist 
and a math specialist to the Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art and Math (STEAM) Team. These additional faculty enabled 
scholars to take math and science classes every day of the 
week in small groups, allowing for individualized attention that 
will bolster student learning.

We now have a Makerspace for upper elementary scholars 
and a STEAM Studio for our Early Childhood students. New 
program elements include:

• The Novel Engineering curriculum was expanded to Early Childhood. Students read a book, 
identify a challenge, and use the engineering design process to solve that challenge.

• The science program adopted the new Nature Unhooked Program, provided by Missouri 
Department of Conservation, which focuses investigation on Missouri’s stream and pond life and 
other aquatic ecosystems.

STEAM PROGRAM CONTINUES TO EVOLVE

MUSIC PROGRAM

www.CityAcademySchool.org4

City Academy provides specialist education in music and violin for all students. General music 
courses teach students to understand the importance of music in society, to identify the 

connections between traditional, popular, and classical music, and to 
perform with confidence in front of an audience. The music curriculum is 
tailored to each age group:

• Beginning Early Childhood music classes focus on tribal, rhythmic, 
and Native American genres.

• In second grade, the curriculum incorporates civil rights music and 
hymns.

• By third grade, students study woodwinds and learn the recorder 
while also learning about jazz music. 

• In fourth grade students take a trip to the symphony, are experts 
on the recorder, and begin to incorporate the study of poetry and 
lyrics. 



YOUR INVESTMENT TRANSFORMS LIVES

COLLEGE PLACEMENT

ALUMNI ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Malasia Taylor ‘13 (Crossroads College Preparatory School ‘19) is at the University of North Carolina 
studying Neuro-Psychology. She graduated high school with four AP courses completed and also 
played soccer, basketball, and volleyball, in addition to working part time. Thanks to all of her hard 
work, Malasia was awarded aid to cover 95 percent of her undergraduate tuition!

Adding to his numerous theatre and wrestling awards throughout his time in 
secondary school, Zion Thomas ‘13 (MICDS ‘19) was honored this year with 
both an MICDS Theatre Award and as a nominee for the St. Louis High School 
Musical Awards’ Best Leading Actor. In addition to wrestling and theatre, Zion 
participated in ANYTOWN Social Justice Intensive Residential Camp, the NINE 
Network Youth Advisory Board and many other extracurricular and leadership 
activities. Zion is continuing his education at Case Western Reserve University.

City Academy alumni count on us for continued support and encouragement. Through our 
alumni program, graduates receive tutoring, mentoring, and college application support. With this 
assistance, City Academy’s alumni graduating from high school are bound to excel in college and 
beyond. 

2019 graduates are attending the following schools this fall, and have received significant need-
based financial aid:

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Case Western Reserve University
DePauw University
Eastern Kentucky University
Fontbonne University
Grand Canyon University
Jackson State University
Loyola University New Orleans
Rhodes College

The University of Tulsa
Truman State University
University of Kansas
University of MO - Columbia
University of North Carolina
Washington University in St. Louis
William Penn University
Xavier University

MUSIC PROGRAM (CONTINUED)

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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• In fifth grade students begin learning piano and music theory focused on the social impact of 
music. Students also learn about music production and write, perform, and record their own 
jingles and commercials. 

• In sixth grade, students continue their exploration of recording, writing, production and create 
their own pop opera, a year-long project that is filmed during their final semester at 
City Academy.



As we celebrated our 20th anniversary, City Academy 
was also celebrating another milestone in our history. The 
2018-19 academic year was also the opening of our new 
Early Childhood Center (ECC). This addition, funded by the 
Campaign for City Academy, added over 20,000 square feet 
of classrooms, shared spaces, and storage, and is now the 
home of our new three- and four-year old class and junior 
kindergarten through second grade classes.

Gateway Children’s Charity (GCC), which 
raises funds to make high-impact, tangible 
investments in early childhood programs that 
support children living in underserved St. Louis 
communities, supported the campaign with a 
grant to fund the ECC and the three-year-old 
classroom. Michael Todorovich, co-founder 
and president of GCC, recognized the long-
term impact of early childhood education:

“As GCC celebrates its 10th anniversary this year, we 
recognize that two decades of impact is a momentous 
achievement. We are proud to support City Academy’s Early 
Chidhood Center with a $100,000 grant to equip their pre-K 
classrooms so that more students can begin their educational 
career with a strong foundation they will build on throughout 
their time in school and beyond.”

The (ECC) offers our youngest scholars a safe, comforting 
environment designed specifically for Early Childhood 

students. The studio classrooms 
promote integrated learning 
across ages and disciplines, 
and optimize learning time by 
reducing transitions. Outdoor 
spaces accessible from each 
classroom provide opportunities 
to explore science and nature. 
The ECC also includes a flexible 
community gathering space that 
has been used for everything from 

staff or parent gatherings to drama and physical education 
classes.

A Year of New Beginnings: 
Our First Year in the New Early 

Childhood Center
The 2018-19 academic year was City Academy’s first in the 

expanded Early Childhood Center.

Board of Trustees
Julie Baur
Karlos Bledsoe
Akberet Boykin Farr
Stuart Campbell, Chair
Ames Coggin
JiaMin Dierberg*
Kathleen Hall
Bob Harrison*
Chip Hiemenz
Hilde Hochwald
Kristen Holton
Stephanie Hosler
Michelle Insco
Holly James
Kerrigan Kaplan
Julie Lilly
Marty Lyons*
Ruth Moulton
Rick Murray
Dave Ott
Pat Perry*
John Riffle
Ginger Smith
Heather Strahorn
Michelle Strawbridge
Peter Swank
Chris Thompson
Becky Young

*We are excited to welcome 
these new members of the Board 
of Trustees for the 2019-20 year!

Lifetime Trustees
Don Danforth III
Duncan Marshall
Martin Mathews

Emeritus Trustee
Hazel Donald

www.CityAcademySchool.org6
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Thanks to your generosity the Campaign for City Academy is complete! The positive impact can 
already be felt in our halls and in the community!

The Campaign for City Academy has reached its goal, but you can still make an impact on the 
students of City Academy. With an increased student body, the need for annual scholarship 
support is greater than ever. For more information, or to make a gift, please contact:

Steffani Lautenschlager
Chief Development Officer

314-880-5010
SLautenschlager@CityAcademySchool.org

Learn more about ways to support City Academy by visiting: 
www.CityAcademySchool.org/support-our-scholars

Annual Giving 
$6 million goal

Capital
$12 million goal

Endowment 
$4 million goal

The Campaign for City Academy: 
Advancing Knowledge, Transforming Lives

Construction is complete on the new Early Childhood Center and renovations to the existing 
building. Enrollment has grown to 215 and and is projected to grow to 250 in the coming years, 
with 100 percent of our students receiving scholarship support. Students in all grades have enjoyed 
expanded science, technology, engineering, art and math opportunities thanks to the addition of 
a dedicated STEAM Studio and Makerspace, and our Early Childhood students have a dedicated 
space to support their development.

The unwavering support shown by the community throughout this campaign has made a lasting 
impact on City Academy as we continue to transform children, families, and our community.
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THANK YOU FROM CITY ACADEMY’S
 THREE- AND FOUR-YEAR-OLDS!

City Academy     314.382.0085     www.CityAcademySchool.org

The Campaign for City Academy funded the construction of our new Early Childhood Center, 
which was opened in the fall of 2018. This has allowed us to expand our program to include a 
class of 15 three-year-olds and hire two additional full-time staff for the classroom. The expanded 
Early Childhood Center will give our students a head start in their education and transform even 
more lives in our community!

4175 N. Kingshighway Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63115


